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DearParents ad carers

First of all HAPPY NEW YEAR, | hope that you have managed to get sdasewelifamily timeover the holiday
period. Many of you will have already been in touch with goioo] as we all know both Norfolk and Suffolk have
moved into Tier 4 and the new varianl @ virus is more prevalent in our communiti€ver the past few daysave
held meetings with Academy Heaésecutive Leadeand the Trust Board and just wanted to offer you some
reassuranceand RGA a4 S &2dz 2F GKS ¢NHAGQA LRaAlAZ2Yy D

I will try not to be political here, but, | am finding the position of government increasingly difficult to unde&taodls

are of course educators, our job is to care for and eduaagechildren. | remain as committed tioat as ever and | will

do everything possible to keep our settings opaere it is safe to do soThe overwhelming public opinion and the
evidence indicates that children are best supported when at school. Therefore héirditio comprehend why the
government continues tt NB (G2 WR2 SRdzOF A2y Q 2 yhe ddditonabup@dit dribfundidgS K |
necessary and even worgke failure to prioritise school staff for testing and vaccination is in my view unacceptable.

Notwithstanding this, it is currently tieNHza § Q&4 LI aA A2y GKIF G I doseton@iaadt a | yF
possible tomorrovio all children.Our staff have genuine worries about what the next few weeks and months will bring
and for some it is not possilie return to a physical work environment in the current circumstances. There will be
unfortunately some disruption to teachingdalearningat some schools with restricted accésssome families.

Individual schools Wie advising you of the local arrangements.

| appreciate that parents will have concerns around returning their children to sehel we are in Tier 4, Nigel
ShaddickHead of Service WIBAd theinclusionteam will be offering support to families and children that are not able

or willing to attend school in persolVhile we are all working hard to keeping as much provision open as possible, | also
respect the right of parents to make a decision that is appropriate for their family. The Trust will work with you to ensure
that the child is placed at the centre of any decisi@kimg and we will not lodk punitivemeasurewhile we have an

active dialogue with families.

As you would expettamliaisingcloselywith all staff and unions to ensure that we do everything possible to sup@ort t
health and welbeing of all colleagues, school risk assessments have been reviewed, some newradtigpiace and |

am of course monitoringloselyguidance from the government and the Department for Education. As soon as we get
updated instructions these will be shared with y&ie obviously cd®rule out extra restrictions and the Trust have put
robustadditional measures including improved digital learning should we need to use it.

I would like to conclude by stating that | am so very gratefall our staff that have been forced to makensodifficult
decisions, they have and | am certain continue to work tirelessly to ensure that your child receiveshibst eehycation
possible irextremelydifficult circumstances. | am also grateful for the number of supportive emails and responses to out
social media feeds from parents, your support is very much appreciated.
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[ SGQa | f f nakoRdlsBuationkriprovedigiily and that we can all truly experience a Happy New Year.

Yoursfaithfully

MM

Andrew AalderPunthorne
CEO & Principal
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